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TITLE: THE BATTLE OF SPANISH FORT 
 

 

 

OCTOBER 1759 AND A SPANISH WAR PARTY IS AMBUSHED. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE 

SAVE TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

OCTOBER 7, 1759. ALONG THE RED RIVER IN SPANISH TEXAS. 

 

FOLLOWING THE DESTRUCTION OF THE SANTA CRUZ DE SAN SABA MISSION BY 

INDIANS, SPANISH TROOPS PUSH NORTH TO PUNISH THE LOCAL TRIBES AND 

RESTORE ORDER. 

 

COLONEL ORTIZ PADILLA AND HIS ARMY TRACK THE INDIANS TO A FORTIFIED 

VILLAGE ON THE RED RIVER NEAR PRESENT-DAY SPANISH FORT. 

 

TRAPPING THE SPANISH, THE INDIANS ATTACK. STUCK IN A SANDBANK THE 

SPANIARDS FIGHT FOR FOUR HOURS UNTIL RETREATING AFTER NIGHTFALL. 

 

PADILLA LOST 19 MEN AND THE EXPEDITION FAILED. A FLAG SEEN FLYING OVER 

THE INDIAN FORT PROVED THE UPRISINGS WERE BEING ARMED BY THE FRENCH. 

 

INDIANS REPELLED THE SPANISH 251 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY. 

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HANDBOOK OF TEXAS – SPANISH FORT, TEXAS 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/SS/hns64.html  
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